THE ROYAL STORY SUMMARY
1. 6 Principles: The Bible is God’s Word and so:
1. It’s One story 

2. There’s One main character 

3. It’s for all people in all places

4. It’s all we need 

5. We need all of it 

6. It’s always right 

2. Genesis - 2 Samuel

Genesis 1-3
· The King of the world: God as Creator is Ruler 

· The kings of the world: we are to rule the world under him

· The wrong king of the world: Adam and Eve submitted to the devil.

· A future king of the world: Genesis 3:15 a Son of Eve will crush the devil.

Genesis 12-Deuteronomy
· Kings promised: as part of the promises to Abraham Genesis 17:6 
· God is the king: at Sinai, God is the king of the people Exodus 19:6

· Kings promised again: Moses says there will be a king who is to be completely different from any other king Deuteronomy 17:15-20

a. Chosen not by people, not by heredity, but by God
b. Not to have a huge army
c. Not to have loads of women and money = not lording it over his people
d. To write read and obey the Law – to be under the same law as everyone else. To not consider himself better than anyone else = not to be above God. God’s king under God!
Judges
· Kings needed: God shows that the people need a king. God sends Judges to clear up the mess of sin and punishment, but the people need a king to help them obey.  

1-2 Samuel
· The people’s king: Saul  The people wanted a king...but they demanded a king when they should have been repenting 1 Samuel 12:8-12. They should have been turning to God, but they turned to a human king instead. And so God gives them a king to punish them, the people’s king. He disobeys God, and he leads his people away from God. And he doesn’t bring blessings. The Philistines are constantly attacking them all his life.
· God’s king: David God chooses a king after his own heart. A king of His choice. Completely different from what the people would expect. 

· God’s king’s eternal kingdom  2 Samuel  7. A key chapter in the Bible. The promise to Abraham will come about through a king. God will establish David’s line forever.
· God’s king’s failure David’s reign brings blessings to his people, but ends in disaster. His personal sin of adultery and murder leads to the sins of his sons and the sins of the people. The king’s sin and punishment are united to the people’s sin and punishment.
3. 1-2 Kings
1. How it ends
The kingdom spilts into two after Solomon’s sin 1 Kings 11-12. Because of idolatry, the northern kingdom of Israel is exiled by the Assyrians in 722 BC.  2 Kings 17. Because of idolatry, the southern kingdom of Judah is exiled by the Babylonians in 589 BC. 2 Kings 25. Exile was expected (Deuteronomy 28, 32). 
The kingdom of Israel ends in failure. How Kings ends, is the end of kings. It’s important to read the book in the light of its end, because the very first readers knew how it ended. Thinking about the first hearers of the book is important because it affects the purpose of this book of Kings, which affects how we read it. 
2. Why was Kings written?

a. The situation

The readers knew that the kingdom had failed. Either they were in exile or back from exile. Either way the situation was rubbish. They were not God’s people, not in the land properly, not being blessed and without a king.  They were allowed home by Cyrus the Persian Emperor (Ezra 1:1-4) and rebuilt the temple eventually, and rebuilt the city walls (Nehemiah 6:15). But: 

· the temple took 23 years to build and the people who remember the old temple weep. Ezra 3:12, Haggai 2:3
· The walls are rebuilt 93 years after the exiles were allowed home! The walls are not great either Nehemiah 4:3, 6
· The exiles returned in dribs and drabs 
· They are, by my calculations, less than 1/20  of their former population. 
Nehemiah 9-13 show the situation as slaves to a foreign king, and the people are fundamentally unable to obey God. The exile and after the exile things were bad. 

b. The type of literature

Kings is not a definitive history. The book directs us to other history books if we want more details (e.g. 1 Kings 15:23). The author is selective to make a theological point.

The Jews didn’t call it history, they called it prophecy. The books of Joshua to Kings are known as the former prophets. There’s lots of prophecy in the book: 12 prophets appear, the sons of the prophets, and a whole section about Elijah and Elisha. And at least 12 times the text makes it clear that a prophecy is being fulfilled.  How the kings react to the prophets determines what happens to the kingdom. The word of the Lord is really in charge of what happens, not the kings. They may make decisions, but the Lord is in control.

But also the book itself is prophecy.  Prophecy in the Bible is not mainly prediction (although there are aspects of this). Prophecy is not mainly calling people to repent and obey the law of Moses again (although there are aspects of this. The prophets know that that repentance they are calling for isn’t going to happen. They still want it to happen to avert God’s judgement, but they know that true repentance isn’t going to happen because the problem is the human heart. They know that God’s judgement is going to come. And they point people to trust God for the future.  The message of the prophets is not, “Israel has sinned; therefore, Israel needs to get its act together or it will die.” The message is, “Israel has sinned, therefore, Israel must die and its only hope is to entrust itself to a God who will give it new life on the far side of death.” Or even, “Israel has sinned; Israel is already dead. Cling to the God who can raise the dead.” (Leithart, 1&2 Kings, 18)
c. The purpose of Kings
And that’s the message of 1-2 Kings. The message is: remember that the kings have failed.  Don’t put your trust in kings to get you out of this mess! Do not think that a human king is the answer! Solomon, the very best human king failed. A king of Judah won’t sort things out, rebellion against the foreign rulers won’t sort things out. Idolatry will always ruin human attempts to sort things out. You need God to sort things out! 

And in Kings, other good gifts from God fail too. Wisdom, as Solomon is unwise as regards women and idolatry; Law as it is not copied, read and obeyed, but lost, and even Josiah finds it, obedience then, can’t deal with the sin before. 2 Kings 22-23; Temple which is the place of hope (1 Kings 8;46-50) is destroyed. Idolatry is the ruin of the nation. God’s good gifts to people cannot be trusted to bring salvation to the people. There is no salvation from within Israel.  
But for those first readers, waiting for God in the exile, they are to listen to the prophets and not put their trust in wise leaders, another temple, obedience to the Law. And in Kings, despite its overall message of don’t look to God’s gifts of human institutions to save people, there is also plenty of hope, as we meet God who is patient and slow to anger (e.g. 1 Kings 9:6-7 ( 1 Kings 25:9 = 400 years) and an abundant giver of gifts (e.g. 1 Kings 3-4).  The book of Kings reveals the character of God. It doesn’t call us to despair but to trust him. 
And the hope for the future is: 2 Samuel 7. 
4. Isaiah - Malachi
2 Samuel 7 is the foundation for a whole raft of promises in the prophets. Just like Genesis 12 begins a whole raft of promises for Abraham. At the same time as the God-given gifts have failed. At the same time as God’s promised punishment for rebellion is coming about, the prophets add to God’s promise to David...

Isaiah 9:1-7

· The king will be for the Gentiles too
· The king will bring blessings and joy
· There will be peace and justice.
· There will be one king is going to reign forever. 
· He will be divine. 

Isaiah 11:1-10

· One will come from the line of David

· He will have the Holy Spirit. 

· Which is the Spirit of wisdom and obedience

· He will rule in righteousness

· He will bring blessing...for the whole world

Ezekiel 34:11-31

· God is going to do everything – bringing about all the promises 

· At the same time he’s going to do this through David. God is going to come and so is David’s Son...this tension is fulfilled in Jesus.

See also e.g.: Isaiah 16:5: 22:22; Jeremiah 23:5; 30:9; 33:15; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11; Zechariah 13;1

In the midst of the kings’ failure: 
· the promise to David stands
· God adds more promises

· People are to trust God for the future...God will sort it/David will sort it.
5. Jesus the King
a. Meet the King
So all the gospels introduce Jesus as the King. The Christ, David’s Son.

Matthew 1:1; Mark 1:1;  Luke 1:26-33, 68-75; John 1:17, 49. Matthew particularly emphasises Jesus’ kingship, as the true Solomon. 

God and man in one person to rule God’s people.
b. The king bringing the kingdom...
Jesus the king is bringing the kingdom Mark 1:15. He’s bringing the blessings of Abraham and David to the people. The miracles are a picture of what the kingdom will be like. Yet, Jesus turns away from a miracle ministry. He has come to preach Mark 1:38, for sinners 2:17, and to die (Mark 10:45).
c. ...by dying
Jesus has told us we’ve got a problem Mark 7:20-23. Our hearts are unclean. Religion can’t help us. But Mark 10:45 Jesus’ death is paying a price for others.
 Unlike any other king, he is obedient Hebrews 4:45; 1 Peter 2:22. And as God and obedient man he can die for His people. He is the obedient King who has come to help people obey!  As David and his people’s sin and punishment were united, so a disobedient people are united with an obedient king. He gets what we deserve and we get what he deserves. 

At the cross Jesus is crowned! Mark 15:26; 39. At the cross Jesus defeats the devil Colossians 2:14-15; Hebrews 2:14-18 as the son of Eve (Genesis 3:15). 
d. ...and rising
Jesus is the Son of David, and the resurrection declares him to be the Son of God,  the Christ, the Lord Romans 1:1-4. His death worked. 
e. ...and reigning. 
And then the king returns to heaven to rule Acts 2:33-36 Jesus rules as King of the universe now!
f. Life in Jesus’ kingdom now 
The Kingdom has begun. Jesus rules the universe now  Ephesians 1:20-22. And we are to submit to Jesus as king now, and call others to do the same now.
But, the kingdom of the world is still in existence. We live in what we might call the Overlap of the ages...The Kingdom of the world continues, and it will do until Jesus returns. At the moment in history there is this tension. The defeated devil is trying to take people down with him. God’s people are safe, but suffer persecution along with the frustrations of a world still under the curse. And Christians are to deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Jesus. We are to serve our king. Denying ourselves in the service of the Kingdom.

But we have help: we have God’s Holy Spirit to help us serve our King Acts 2:33. To help us obey him – to help us get rid of sin, to help us love each other, and to help us preach to the world.  Our King helps his people obey! He cleans our hearts and give us the Holy Spirit, just like Ezekiel prophesied. Christians have the Holy Spirit to help them obey.

And we have each other. A little picture of the kingdom. Acts 2:42-47  In the Church, is a picture of the fullness of the kingdom. We have real family, we share, we encourage each other, we help each other serve Jesus, we look forward to Jesus’ return together...

g. The Return of the King

Everyone will acknowledge him as King. Philippians 2:9-11. And Jesus will judge his enemies Acts 10:42-43. But for all who believe they are forgiven and will not face his judgement. Jesus will come to rule over the new creation: There will be no more sin there. No more curse. We will serve Jesus the King,  in His Kingdom; this world remade. According to its original design. We too, the servants will reign over the new creation with Jesus! Revelation 22:1-5. The King will reign forever over His Kingdom and we will get to reign too! Everything restored.

6. How to read Kings

Now we have the final chapter in place, Jesus the King, the true son of David, the true Solomon. Unlike the first readers, we have the full story. And so we read Kings in the light of the New Testament. The New Testament is the lens by which we read the Old Testament. And Jesus himself tells us that he fulfils the whole Bible. That we are to read it to see how it all points to him. Luke 24:44-45 (the Law, the Prophets, the Psalms = the whole Bible).
Jesus fulfils not just the specific prophecies (e.g. Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:6) Jesus fulfils all of the OT. Jesus fulfils all the promises. 2 Corinthians 1:20. The promise to Abraham comes about through the promise to David, which is fulfilled in Him. Jesus is the answer to the hope of the books of Kings. 
But not only that, Kings provides the framework for Jesus the King to come.  As we consider the failure, it shows us the need.  Kings is teaching us about what God’s king needs to be like. What he needs not to be like. It teaches us about the king’s kingdom, what living in the king’s kingdom should be like and what it shouldn’t be like. And it teaches us how to treat God’s king. 

The Old Testament is building up a massive picture of the One who is to come. It’s a bit like the great artist who sketches many pictures before painting the most glorious painting. But more than that, the Old Testament’s sketches help us to understand the main picture. The Old Testament shows us pictures or shadows of the reality that is to come. (technical name: typology). And those pictures and shadows teach us about the reality. 
If we just started Mark 1:1 without the OT, we wouldn’t really understand the concept of the Christ! Even if we knew it meant God’s anointed king. With our understanding of kings today either a kind but powerless figurehead, like our own queen, or an evil despot like Gadaffi. We wouldn’t be impressed. As well as we can’t understand the Old Testament without the New, we also can’t understand properly the New without the Old.
The history shows us that human kings are so awful. That Jesus needed to be the divine Son of David, what he needs to be like, and what the kingdom will be like.
And so the story of the Kings teaches us about, God, His King and His Kingdom.
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