THE ROYAL STORY: 
Take home points
· God is King of the world, and we were to rule under him. Instead humanity submitted to the devil. Even as He judges, God promises someone who will rule over the devil. 

· God promises kings, but at the same time He is the King of His people. 

· The King is to be who is to be completely different from any other king humble and under God and His Law: He is to be obedient. 
· The people need a king to help them obey. 
· God’s King David rules well, but then leads his people into sin and punishment.

· God promises an eternal kingdom – it is through the kings the promises to Abraham will come about. 
( Knowing what comes before helps us understand the book

· 1-2 Kings ends in disaster in exile. The first readers of Kings knew this disaster.

· Kings is a work of prophecy: prophecy’s message is: Israel has sinned, God is going to judge, look to God for the future.

· The message of Kings is: the kings have failed.  Don’t trust in kings, or any other human institution that is a good gift from God. Trust in God, He is good.

( Knowing the situation of the readers helps us understand the book

· 2 Samuel 7 is the foundation for a whole raft of promises in the prophets.

· The king will be over the nations

· The king will bring blessings and joy, peace and justice

· There will be one divine king is going to reign forever. 
· God is going to bring the promises...David is going to bring the promises! 

( Knowing the rest of the Old Testament helps us understand the book
· Jesus is the King bringing the kingdom, by dying, rising again and ruling.

· He is united to His people, and as obedient King takes the punishment for the disobedient people. He helps us obey now by giving us the Holy Spirit.

· He defeats the devil, but there is an overlap of the kingdom of the world and the kingdom of God. 

· Jesus will return to rule in fullness. And we will rule with Him. 
( Knowing Jesus is the divine King, the son of David helps us understand the book
· We read Kings in the light of the New Testament because Jesus fulfils the whole Bible. 
· Jesus is the answer to the hope of the books of Kings. 
· Kings provides the framework for Jesus the King: the failure shows us the need.  
· The Old Testament shows us pictures or shadows of the reality that is to come. 
· Kings is teaching us about what God, and what His king and kingdom should and shouldn’t be like. 
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