Why we are not David in 1 Samuel 17

1. Jesus is the main character in the Bible

Jesus makes it clear that the Old Testament is about him. Luke 24:44-48 Jesus says the Law of Moses (the first 5 books of the Bible) and the Prophets (the former, Joshua  - 2 Kings and the latter, Isaiah – Malachi),  and the Psalms are about him. The Psalms were the most important book in the third section of the Jewish Bible, the Writings, and so stand for the whole section. Jesus is saying the whole Hebrew Bible, our Old Testament, including the history books are about Jesus. The New Testament shows us how we are supposed to read the Old Testament. As we get to Jesus, we see the rest of the Bible the right way. Jesus is the hero not just of the New Testament but also the Old Testament. God’s anointed, David is first and foremost a picture of Jesus and what he came to do… 

2. David is a ‘type’ for Christ

Jesus fulfils specific prophecies, and all the promises in the OT (2 Corinthians 1:20). But another major way in which the Old Testament is about Jesus, is something called typology. Typology is the idea that Jesus’ person and work is foreshadowed in the Old Testament in various people and roles that they have, and God’s saving acts. For instance, people who lead God’s people, prefigure God’s ultimate leader. So a human king such as David, gives an example of what God’s ultimate King will look like. Here in 1 Samuel 17, when David defeats Goliath he is pointing forward to a weak looking rescuer who kills a scary enemy who has put fear into all of God’s people. 
3. The History books on David

David is the benchmark king  by which the other kings are measured. In all this, David is shown to be the great king – the archetype of the king to come. And it is David receives that magnificent promise in 2 Samuel 7 of an eternal kingdom. The coming King will be the son of David. Jesus Christ is the Son of David who brings the kingdom of God (Mark 1:15 etc)  - fulfilling all the kingdom hopes brought about by the pattern of David’s kingdom and the prophetic hope which greatly enlarged the concept…

4. The Prophetic books on David

Isaiah 9:7 famously says:  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  The prophets are looking forward to a new David.
5. David’s kingdom is a model for Christ’s kingdom

The promises to Abraham find a partial fulfilment in the kingdom of Israel, and the kingdom as a whole is a picture of what will come under God’s king. Under David and his son Solomon, God’s people are in the land under God’s rule and blessing with God’s king in charge. Ultimately though it is through Christ that the promise to Abraham comes about.
6. The context of 1 Samuel

The context is the book of Judges and its last verse, 21:25 set up the leadership crisis in Israel. When left to their own devices, people return to their default position of sin. People need a ruler, a leader, a king to rescue them.

7. The content of 1 Samuel 

The book is about Israel’s leaders and what they do: Eli and his sons; Samuel; Saul; and David. And the first half of the book, 1 Samuel 1-15 is all about the people’s desperate need for God’s king. 

8. The immediate context of 1 Samuel 17

The immediate context of 1 Samuel 17 is also highly significant.

i. God’s anointed king – chapter 16.
ii. God’s people under judgement

Because the people need sorting out! That there is an army to face at all in 1 Samuel 17 is a direct consequence of the sin of Saul and the people. 

9. God’s people in 1 Samuel 17
God’s people need a rescuer, someone to save them from their enemies and someone to lead them into obedience. Does this all sound familiar? We are more like the helpless and hopeless Israelites than David. In fact, worse they actually reject God’s anointed king and rescuer, as represented by Eliab and Saul. 

The people of God are just like the enemy. They do not deserve a rescue. 

All of this reminds us of Jesus coming into the dark world that deserves judgement. 

10. Conclusion

David is God’s anointed king pointing us to the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus himself was the obedient, trusting servant, who went to battle against the devil in a very surprising way, when he died on the cross. David’s trust in the Lord in the face of ‘impossible’ odds is a picture of the Son of God’s faith in His Father as he carried out the task given him to save the people. 
After the rescue, Jonathan responds to David (18:1-4) by loving David, by making a covenant with him and by giving up his rights to David. Jonathan is the model for us of how to respond to God’s anointed king who rescues us.  1 Samuel 17 is not about having faith like David, but about having faith in the one like David – great David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus. Just like Jonathan does after the rescue.

It’s about us having faith in God’s anointed king who had faith in God!

11.  And yet...Why we are like David…

As those on the other side of the rescue that God’s anointed king has won, so we are to have faith like God’s king had.  As those trusting in Christ, we are then called to imitate Christ. Once we have firmly grasped the Christ-centred application, only then we can imitate David’s faith. Hebrews 12:2-4 first says that Jesus is the founder and perfecter of our faith – that is He has done everything for us, and then calls us to consider his faith and urges us to copy him. But the first application is always: faith in Christ’s work. 

